78                    Objections III with Replies

lies not in the falsity of what is said, but in the bad intent of those
who practise it. M. Descartes must therefore look to this proposition,
God can in no case deceive us, taken universally, and see whether it
is true; for if it is not true, thus universally taken, the conclusion,
hence corporeal things exist, does not follow.

REPLY.

For the security of my conclusion we do not need to assume
that we can never be deceived (for I have gladly admitted that we
are often deceived), but that we are not deceived when that error
of ours would argue an intention to deceive on the part of God, an
intention it is contradictory to impute to Him. Once more this
is bad reasoning on my critic's part.

FINAL OBJECTION.

For now I perceive how great the difference is between the two
(i.e. between waking and dreaming) from the fact that our dreams
are never conjoined by our memory [with each other and] with the
whole of the rest of our life's action [as happens with the things
which occur in waking moments]1.

I ask whether it is really the case that one, ivho dreams he doubts
whether he dreams or no, is unable to dream that his dream is
connected with the idea of a long series of past events. If he can,
those things which to the dreamer appear to be the actions of his past
life may be regarded as true just as though he had been awake.
Besides, since, as M. Descartes himself asserts, all certitude and
truth in knowledge depend alone upon our knowing the true God,
either it will be impossible for an Atheist to infer from the memory of
Ms previous life that he wakes, or it will be possible for a man to
know that lie, is awake, apart from knowledge of the true God.

REPLY.

One who dreams cannot effect a real connection between what
he dreams and the ideas of past events, though he can dream that
he does connect them. For who denies that in his sleep a man
may be deceived ? But yet when he has awakened he will easily
detect his error.

But an Atheist is able to infer from the memory of his past life
that he is awake; still he cannot know that this sign is sufficient to
give him the certainty that he is not in error, unless he knows that
it has been created by a God who does not deceive.

1 Vol. i. p. 199, 11. 2 sqq.